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OUR MISSION
Drawing on a rich tradition of Quaker values and practices, Princeton Friends School is committed to creating a
diverse, vibrant learning community in which young people engage their natural curiosity; discover and express
their individual voices and gifts; acquire intellectual, physical, artistic, and life skills; and develop a sense of
responsibility for themselves and others. Princeton Friends both prepares students for the world that is and models
possibilities for the society that these young people will one day help to create.
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There should be a careful balance between competitiveness and individual attention to “that of God”
in every child. Each child should be encouraged to develop whatever potential exists, whether he or
she is highly talented or not.
The child’s awareness of himself/herself as a spiritual being should be fostered.
There should be a careful balance between nurturing and stimulation in the teaching.
There should be fostered between the teachers and students a spirit of cooperation and collaboration.
Age distinctions and questions of authority should be downplayed as much as possible.
The school should stress the value of simplicity insofar as possible. 

Dear Friends,

As we celebrate 35 years of Princeton Friends, I relish the many stories of the school’s
beginnings. In 1985, a group of visionaries gathered. They were captivated by the notion of
creating an innovative, non-conventional school in Princeton. In that very first meeting,
they conceived of the broad purposes of the school and sketched out a mission focused on
ideals.

The school should be concerned with quality of education.

  (Minutes, Friends School Committee, Princeton Monthly Meeting, 4/23/85)

After two years of meetings lasting well into the night, and countless hours of research,
planning, and fundraising, Princeton Friends School was born. In September of 1987, one
full-time and two part-time teachers welcomed 17 children in grades 1-8 into the First Day
School of Princeton Monthly Meeting. Today, it extends from Beginning School to grade 8
and serves 25 faculty, 71 families, and 106 students.

A legacy that began as Jane’s and Nancy’s and Pete’s and Richard’s and Gale's, alongside so
many others, is now yours. Yes, yours, and your children’s, your grandchildren’s, and your
future grandchildren’s. Each of us has had the privilege over time of witnessing the power
of this amazing journey. The school continues to nurture the individual and carry the
original vision and mission forward. As you walk through the pages of this annual report,
you will see that we have much to celebrate. We’ve only just begun.

Onward!

Melissa Carroll



57%
stock maturity

38%
finance growth

A&B COMPANY

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 

CLASS OF 2022 

"Nowadays, I think of things as more of long-term
goals rather than short-term achievements."

"One day, I was watching people play soccer,
and I did not know if I should try joining or not.  
I soon built enough courage to play with them.  
I think I learned something very important that
day.  It's to try new things."

"I'm definitely going to continue with theater next
year.  And although I know high school is going to

be amazing, I'm going to miss this school."
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"At my former school, interactions with other students
felt shallow, brusque, and awkward, but here, we have

had time to experience each other's true selves." 

HENRY GILPIN
"This school encourages a kind and accepting
environment, and has a tight-knit community to support
me.  I would soon come to realize how important that
community would become." KAITLIN LAWLOR

MARIANA LEE

JAXON MATCHAM

ELIANA OZVATH
"The community aspect of Settling In is very
important to me.  It is a place where one person
might strike the hearts of a hundred by just
standing up and speaking." KAI FURNISS

"I believe that everybody has some sort of effect
on everybody else.  People can leave marks on
each other's lives.  I think these years have been
the best times of my life so far." NATE ZINN
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DEPARTING REMARKS

"As much as I'm going to miss this community, I
know that it has prepared me for almost everything
that's on the path ahead."

"I'm passing the torch... this is a new
adventure!"

"All the teachers at PFS have impacted my life in
different ways.  I would like to thank them for
changing my life so significantly.  They have
changed the way I work, and the way I view the
problems presented to me."
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"Throughout my years at PFS, I have discovered a love
of history and social justice.   I have found a love of
musical theater and have learned how to act and sing."

MAGGIE SOLOMON-SCHELLER

"I joined cross-country and always ran too fast, leading
me to immediately get tired.  But I kept pushing myself to
go farther.  Now I love running!" ZACHARY WHITE

NICHOLAS SARGEANT

ONA FOX

JAK KIRKENIR

"This school has provided me with a lot
of fond memories."

DEREK WITTENBURG

"A teacher gave me a map book.  It
absolutely fascinated me.  This really
kickstarted my love for geography."

MATTHEW FINKELSTEIN



 35 years

As you have chosen love, we have gifted you with love. Every moment this year
has taught us about love. This community loves you - your teachers, your

friends, your families. As we prepare to send you off with, ‘puddles under our
umbrellas,’ holding you tight and kissing your cheeks, we know and you know,
you will experience hard things. We aren’t wishing you good luck, because it

isn’t luck you leave with. It is love.



 You are ready and able to do beautiful things. You are self-advocates. You are
academically prepared. You have learned how to peacefully resolve conflict.
You are resilient. You know the power of your voice. You are ready. As you

leave this Friendly place, choose love.
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-MELISSA CARROLL
Head of School



A TRIBUTE TO MILES
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Miles was a Princeton Friends School student who loved
nature, science and technology. He had an adventurous spirit
and modeled kindness and compassion for others. He had an
insatiable curiosity about the world. The Science Room and
Miles Project were designed to inspire others to carry on the
hope and promise Miles embodied as he lived each day.



THEN & Now

PAGE 8

Construction of the Schoolhouse
1997

Original Playground

Schoolhouse & West House
2022

Now

Beginning School Then Beginning School Now



new spaces
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The art room was recently refreshed with a new
interactive display and flexible furniture to allow for
interdisciplinary multimedia teaching and learning.

As part of the outdoor education initiative,
students assisted in the construction of a
greenhouse adjacent to the school garden.
The greenhouse was funded in part through
a grant from Quaker Earthcare Witness.

During the 2021-2022 school year, the play
court shed was transformed into the

Science Workshop. The workshop serves to
support environmental stewardship and

enhance the outdoor educational program.

In honor of Miles Brackin, a beloved former student,
the science classroom was renovated over the
summer. Through electrical infrastructure
improvements, the installation of technological
hardware, and updated furniture and cabinetry, the
room is now able to support coding and robotics
arts electives and after-school programs.



Stay true to our Quaker roots and
core values with a focus on
diversity and environmental
stewardship. 
Ensure that our curriculum,
pedagogy, and model for
progressive education align with
these values. 
Proudly communicate our
strengths and unique identity.

Nurture student well-being and
personal growth in a student-
centered culture.
Support faculty’s professional
growth and engagement in a
culture of enthusiastic teaching
and learning.
Ensure opportunities for all in our
community to come together, feel
welcome, and be heard.

Ensure financial sustainability
with optimized enrollment and a
robust philanthropic program.
Expand our visibility to reach
more potential constituent
families.
Maintain and modernize our
tools, facilities, and infrastructure
with a focus on priority areas.

I: Celebrate Who We Are
Accentuate our heritage, distinctive
culture, and values.

II: Community First
Foster a vibrant, inclusive community
of students, faculty, staff, and
families.

III: Grow While Remaining
Grounded
Innovate and remain agile with a
focus on financial sustainability. 
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CHARTING OUR COURSE
When Princeton Friends School (PFS) unveiled its Strategic Plan for
2019-2024, no one could foresee the challenges ahead – most 
notably, new school leadership and a multiyear COVID pandemic
that has altered the educational landscape. Big changes bring fresh
opportunities to assess the school’s long-term goals so in 2021-
2022, the School Committee undertook a retooling of the school’s
strategic vision for 2022–2025.

Strategic plans are high-level maps that show the destinations an
institution wants to reach. Where the magic happens is during the
process of plan adoption, when the community, led by the
administration, engages in the tactical work of forging the precise
routes and timelines to reach those destinations.  

Recognizing the school’s rich history and devoted community, those
involved in the retooling positioned the strategy for growth and
evolution while staying true to core values, balancing the challenges
of the current climate in a very competitive market.   The resulting
revision energizes us to confidently work toward a bright future.  

This plan was the result of a comprehensive process led by Alison
Sommers-Sayre, Clerk of the School Committee, who managed the
in-depth work of the Strategic Plan Task Force to synthesize data,
including the results of student, parent, and faculty surveys;
extended notes from the prior plan; input from the full board of
trustees; and other highly relevant sources.

As PFS begins navigating toward these destinations—our shared
goals—we invite you to reach out with questions and to get
involved in this exciting journey.

STRATEGIC PLAN



OUR DONORS
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FRIENDS FUND
Abby & Justin Botts
Adria Sherman
Alexa & David Schmid
Alice & Richard Lloyd
Alice Cahill Gens
Alison Sommers-Sayre & 
       David English
Alyssa Guerrero
Amelia Becker
Andrea & Eric Bergman
Andrea & Michael Loftin
Andrea Lehman
Anne & Edan Rosenberg
Anne-Marie Nolin
Barbara & Robert Landau
Betty Lee Taylor & Richard Bundy
Bhumi & Nimesh Patel
Blake Deakin
Bota Temirbayeva
Brandon Jacobs
Cameron Dunbar
Carol Beaton
Carol Hanawalt (Kenneth Hanawalt)
Christie McDade & David Barranco
Claire & Dave Wittenburg
Connor Forde
Cornelia Siem
Courtney Braconi
Daniel Potter
Danielle Beach & Grant Garrison
David Bussard
David Mirkin
Deborah Butzbach & Phillip Brackin
Diane Gruenberg & Donald Stryker
Dianne Forman
Dornell Young-Jones & Rick Jones
Douglas Mills
Dr. Otto Lazarath
Dylan Fruh
Elaine & Greg Lucas
Elisa & Matthew Sautter
Elisha Jones
Elizabeth Gonzalez
Eloise Hyndman
Emma Rowan
Erika Gilfether & Nadir Jeevanjee
Estella Ruggiero & Donald Gilpin
Gabrielle Markand

of our faculty and staff
donate to PFS!

On these  pages, we celebrate the generous donors who made gifts to Princeton Friends School during
fiscal year 2022 from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  Your gift ensures we can continue to provide
an impactful, challenging, and progressive Quaker education.  Thank you!

Grant Grissom (Gay Grissom)
Harjap Singh
Hervé Thomas
Ilene & Kevin Muething
Ingredion Charitable Foundation
Irene & Dan Rodgers
Irene Small & Tumelo Mosaka
James Robinson
James Wolberg
Janice & Thomas Roddenbery
Janice Magee
Janine Chupa
Jeanette Iglesias & Eddie Malave
Jennifer Oglesby-Freckleton & 
       Gordon Freckleton
Jessica Hurwitz
Jill & Joe Bacso
Jocelyn Acosta
Johnson & Johnson
Joy Zhao & Jason Chen
Julie & Tony Capozzoli
Katherine Bussard & Adam Ekberg
Kelly & Jeffrey Edelstein
Kristin Hunter-Thomson & Malin Pinsky
Laura Fenster Rothschild & Adam Rothschild
Leanne & Steven White
Lenora & Marvin Ross
Lilian Grosz (Peter Grosz)
Lisa & Shumin Li
Madonna Dunn & Stephen Fox
Margo Andrews & Patrick Lynch
Marietta & Joseph Taylor
Marietta & Randy Quinby
Mary English
Melissa & Salvatore Riccobono
Melissa & Tom Carroll
Melissa Marinari & John Ferenchak
Melody Tung
Michelle Bettner
Morgan & Jason Silk
Nancy & Bill Lynch
New Jersey Gay Men's Chorus
Nicky Kirchhoff
Nina & Emil Scheller
Odie & Bob LeFever
Princeton Friends School 
     Family Association
Rachel Henry
Regina & Edward Butterer

Regine Heberlein & Julio Concha
Rhode Island Foundation Borden 
        Lyon Family Fund
Ruth Callahan
Ryan Knab
Saldene & Peter Lyte
Samantha & John Kirkenir
Sarah Slaiman & Muhammad Chebli
Schwab Charitable
Sherri & Chris Ahlers
Sherry Shokouhi & Robert Almgren
Shyama Salem
Silvia & Fredy Estrada
Stephanie & William Hoffman
Stephanie Morris
Sue Thomas Turner Quaker 
          Education Fund
Susan & Josh Miller
Susan & Ronny Silk
Suzy Dwyer & Andrew Harrison
The Curtis W. McGraw Foundation
Todd Russo
Tracy & Brian Patton

TUITION AID
Angela & Jules DeGraff
Candace McCoy (James Fyfe)
Charles Beardsley
Cookie & John Spears
Estella Ruggiero & Donald Gilpin
Friends Council on Education
Hervé Thomas
Jane Siegle
Lynn Cox Scheffey
Marae & George McGhee
Marcia & Bruce Willsie
Marietta & Joseph Taylor
Morgan & Jason Silk
Ruth & Rob Goldston
Todd Paige

 100% of faculty &

staff give to PFS!

We try our very best to list donors accurately.  If you feel your name was omitted or listed incorrectly,
please accept our apologies and contact advancement@princetonfriends.org.
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MILES BRACKIN 
MEMORIAL FUND
Alan Plotkin
Alayne Greenberg
Alesha Hill
Alexis Harvey 
Alexis Sciabbarrasi
Alison Beers
Alison Dolce
Allyson McKenney
Amanda Borgstrom
Amanda Byard
Amy Goodworth
Amy & Ron Jacobs
Amy McLeer
Amy Soeffing
Amy Whyte
Andrea & Eric Bergman
Andrea Grady
Andrew & Nicole Kearns
Andy Pritikin
Angela & Jules DeGraff
Angela Haddock
Anne & Edan Rosenberg
Anthony, Margaret & Juliet Primola
Arienne & Robert Noble
Asit Patnaik
Azania Mitchell
Barbara Foley
Barbara Lee
Ben Yang
Beth Rappeport & Jean Moses
Bevin Cahill & Anthony Yadao
Bob & Pattie McAleer
Bob & Patty Biondi
Bonnie & Phil Brackin
Brad Koeckeritz
Bradley Chun
Brenda & Steven Berger
Brenda, Greg, Gianna, & Tyler Zanoni
Brendan Quinn
Brian & Tammy Caloiaro
Brian & Tracy Kuser
Byron Poland
Carol Saggiomo
Carole Schmutzler
Carolyn Coonan
Carrie & Anderson Sargeant
Catherine & John Burk
Catherine Kim
Cathi Fischer
Cecilia Buffa
Charles Moore
Cheryl Sargent
Chris Wetzel
Christie McDade & David Barranco

Christina & David Lee
Christopher Guidi
Christopher Moore
Christy Hunt
Claire & Dave Wittenburg
Clara Paye
Colleen Petitt
Corinna & Peter Bisgaier
Corinne Preston
Courtney Blenheim Norian
Courtney Braconi
Dave & Sharon Carver
David & Mary Carp
David Eckell
David Koota
David Obando
David Wilson
Dawn Slingerland
Debi & Bob Butzbach
Deborah Butzbach & Phillip Brackin
Dennis Short
Deonya Czerwinski
Diagnostic Pathology Consultants
Diana Carver
Diana Velasquez & Felipe Cala
Diane Petruzzelli
Dr. William James Holaday &
      Cheryl Jones-Holaday
DuEwa Edwards-Dickson
Dylan Fruh
Edna Ayala
Edward Kitchel
Eileen O'Donnell-Lennox
Elisa Kreitzman
Elisa Liang & Alkan Nallbani
Elisheva Sperber & Peter Ozsvath
Elizabeth Beers
Elizabeth Carter Grissom & Erik Grissom
Elizabeth Fisher
Elizabeth Gonzalez
Emily Merbitz
Ensaf Robbins
Erin Taylor
Estella Ruggiero & Donald Gilpin
Esther Hubler
Esther's Miles of Friends Illuminati
Everett & Debbie Simmons
Faye Berlin
Fran Meeks
Frederick Woll
Gary Karlin
George & Barbara Brackin
George & Trudy Green
Gerry Norvik & Diane Novik
Gina Whalen
Gregory Crostewitz
Hamilton Anesthesia
Hamilton Urology

Hanna Bettner
Harvey Bartle IV
Heather Dlugosz
Heather Rizzo
Heather Wargo
Helen & Stephan Rodgers
Herbert & Elaine Craft
Hidee & Robert Boorstein
Ingrid Reyes
Jagjit Chawla
James & Judith Snyder
Jane Fremon & Paul Scutt
Jane Woll
Janice Armenante
Janine Chupa
Jason Damsker
Jay & Cari Rosenblatt
Jay & Susan Vandegrift
Jeanette Iglesias & Eddie Malave
Jen & Jeff Warden
Jen Mengedoth
Jen Pieloch
Jenifer Zomick
Jennifer Hayes-Brown
Jennifer Minder
Jennifer Raics
Jennifer Szeto & Carter Quinby
Jennifer Van de Meulebroecke
Jennifer Winell & Thomas Keating
Jessica Brackin
Jessica Hurwitz
Jill & Joe Bacso
Jill H. Greenberg
Joanne & Ben Pagano
Jody & Jerry Smith
Jody Hyde
Jody Struve & Erinn Auletta
Joel Steele
Johanna & Jason Wagner
John Fisher
John Wilson
Johnson & Johnson
Jolie & Bill Hyndman
Joseph Brackin
Joyce Hill
Joel Steele
Judith Lavoie-McCue
Julianne Lucco
Julie Holcombe Young
Julie Van Gelder
Justine Stehle & Tyson Smith
Justyna Jablonski
Kamp Kamp Cheri Goodspeed,
    Randal Coulton, John Caveretta 
    Goodspeed
Karen Bohrer
Karen Brennan
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Karen Emery
Kari White
Kasia Da Costa
Kate & Sean Reilly
Katherine Bussard & Adam Ekberg
Kathryn & David Austin
Kathryn Knightly
Katie Blair
Katie Spann
Kelly & Jeffrey Edelstein
Kelly Oberfrank
Ken & Christina Hoppe
Ken & Jeanie Tucker
Kerry Weisser
Kim Martino
Kimberly Tvarok
Kirsten & William Blair
Kitty & John Shipley
Krista Olsen Kern
Kristin & Anthony Geonnotti
Kylee Levin
Landry Matney
Larchmont Imaging Associates, LLC 
Laurie Schafer & Gavin Black
Leanne & Steven White
Lemuel Ariaratnam
Leona Chang
Leslie Arena
Lillian Emlet
Linda Carmine
Linda Paterson & Robert Lawlor
Lisa Atkinson
Lisa Bhimani
Lisa Christopher-Stine
Loretta & Sam Musumeci
Lori Hedrick
Lori Morra
Lori Nuffer
Lorraine McDade
Lorrie Derboben
Louise & Ted McClure
Lynn & Darrel Pearson
Lynn Stanley
Lynne Wittkamp
Madonna Dunn & Stephen Fox
Magdalena & Peter Furniss
Mahendra Shah
Manjul & Ajay Dravid
Marcia & Bruce Willsie
Marcia & John Shackelford
Margaret & John Hinsdale
Marjorie Heckler
Mark Greenberg
Mark Heimann
Mark Tadros
Mary & Michael D'Amore
Mary Jean Kashmer
MaryBeth Musumeci
Matt & Julie Green
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Mayra Bracer-Pasch & Glenn Pasch
Mayra Mojena
Meg & Brad Critchell
Megan Lawrence
Melissa & Charles Calvert
Melissa & Tom Carroll
Melissa Marinari & John Ferenchak
Melissa Rios
Melissa Wong
Michael Baldorossi
Michele Witkowski
Michele Yezzie
Michelle Alonso-Basanta
Michelle Johnson
Michelle Medina
Michelle Shen
Milene Argo
Mona Karimullah
Monica Ardura
Moorestown Radiation Oncology 
Morgan & Jason Silk
Moss & Richard Fleisher
Nancy Wilson & George Bassett
Natasha Lam
Nicole & Jeff Brode
Nicole Cleary
Nicole Ott
Nicole Scheller &  Jon Solomon
Nicole Schrader & David Barile
Paige Kollock
Patricia Luciotti
Patricia Shanley & Christopher Barr
Patricia Watson
Patty Lauricella
Paul Urban
Pell White
Peter Bartle
Peter Miller & Mark Ansley
Philip Fung
Priya Gor
Quincey Pitney
Rachel & Zed Howell
Rachel Levenbach
Randi Solden
Rebecca Piccone & Kevin Sullivan
Rebeccah Hoffman
Reid, Sarah, Lola, & Finley Brackin
Renee Montalbano
Robert Beeche
Robert Black
Robyn Hakanson
Rosalinde Huda
Roseborn & Akwasi Boateng
Russ Bishop & Virginia Hamilton
Ruth McIlhenny
Sabrina Petrella
Saldene & Peter Lyte
Sandra Ganoe
Sandy Buck

Sarah Klosek & George Ferland
Sarah Mognoni
Sarah Slaiman & Muhammad Chebli
Shannan Schuster
Shannon Low
Shannon Tiger
Sharon and Vearl Gish
Sheila Lantelme
Sherri & Chris Ahlers
Shilpa Clott
Sisters of the Heart
Stephanie Fendrick
Stephanie Schade
Stephen Skillman
Steven & Tara Richards
Steven Orland
Sue & Pete Jaques
Sue Lawrence-Reeder
Susan Brown
Susan Chamberlain
Susan Glennon
Susan Miller
Susan Stebbins
Susannah Lynch
Suzanne McCoy
Suzy Dwyer & Andrew Harrison
Swati Navani
Tanu & Kenny Singh
Taryn Barrett
Tatiana Gindilis
Tema Steele
Teresa Lewis
Teri Grand
The Henry Kaiser Family Foundation
Tony & Mary Quinto
Tracy & Brian Patton
Trina Poretta
Veera Rastogi
Virginia Lockamy
Virtua Cancer Program Support Services 
Virtua Medical Staff North 
Virtua Washington Township Radiation
       Oncology WT
Wadie & Rita Tadros
William Ding
William Franckle
Zahid & Sumeera Baig
Zoe Kitchel



James came to Princeton Friends in the fall of 1991—the beginning of year 5 for our fledgling little
progressive school. By then, his vision of a Quaker kindergarten program was already firm in its
insistence upon deep respect for the children’s agency, learning through play, and kindness. In spite of
their ages, the children were not to be thought of as “cute” or “little kids,” nor picked up or sat upon a
knee or treated like large toddlers. These were growing, learning people with distinct personhoods
whose burgeoning sets of physical, intellectual, and social skills needed to be taken seriously and
handled with all the respect and importance of the older children in the school. Yet, there was a loving
gentleness in James’s way with the children and a profound understanding of how kindness and
listening and Quaker Light, along with predictable routines, could allow children to grow in their own
ways, at their own paces. And they loved and trusted him completely, as did their parents. 

Ask any person who was part of the Beginning School what they remember, and a flood of memories,
large and small, come rushing in—cubbies and mats, Charlotte’s Web, always having a door holder,
remembering any absent person at the lunch table, learning the sign language alphabet beneath the
posters of Dr. King and “Kindness is our daily gift,” and singing, “As We Leave This Friendly Place” at the
end of every day. James also welcomed art and music into his program from the start. There were
always projects that both created community and allowed each child to discover their own creativity—
birthday books and gingerbread houses, woven headbands and painted angels. It was magical and
perfect every time. 

Thank you, James Robinson, for your extraordinary vision and practice—irreplaceable and integral
gifts to PFS! We wish you a wonderful retirement of green New England woods and “peace like a river.”

FAREWELL FRIENDS



Excerpts from "Guide Our Hands: A
Tribute to James Robinson"

By Nancy Wilson
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What is it about James that calls up our powerful remembering and our deep
gratitude as he finally chooses retirement? So, so much! 

Dave Gibson, 2003-2021Bota Temirbayeva, 2006-2021Tracy Patton, 2006-2021

We thank the following teachers for their years of service to PFS!
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Jane Fremon (founder) and David Davies

Claire Jacobis (former trustee) and 
Lilian Grosz (founding member)

Pete Jaques (founding member & faculty)
and Carol Christofferson (former director

of development)

Jane Fremon**
Nancy Wilson**

Sally and Steve Gilbert*
Helen and Herrymon Maurer*

Charlotte Sissman
Joy Smith* and Gale Smith

Charles Woodford
Mike Merle-Smith

Pete Jaques
Jean Whitall*
Sandra Chen

Steve Penningroth*
Richard “Dick” Weeder*

Lilian Grosz



Esther Todd
Anne Bobo*

Richard “Dick” Nurse*
Nancy Scott

Adrah Payne*
Tom Truitt*

Stephanie del Gatto*
Richard Mitchell
Richard Fischer**
John Berhnheim
Gale Whittier**
Rachel Findley

William Thurston

Nancy Wilson (founding faculty)

Jim Bradberry (Schoolhouse architect) and
Jane Fremon (founder)

Richard Fischer (founding faculty)

OUR FOUNDERS

*Founding Board Member
**Founding Faculty

1985-1987
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